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NEW-ENGLAND TRACT SOCIETY. 


VIFTH ANNUAL REPORT. OF THE BXECU- 
TIVE COMMITTEE, MAY 26, 1819. 
Breraren—lt is with much satis- 

faction that the Executive Committee 

have this opportunity to submit to the 
members and pauwons of the New- 

England Tract Society, their Fifth 
Annual Report. In commencing this 
service, they would render thanks to 
the Author of all good, that their ef 
jurts have been so far crowned with 
his blessing. To his gracious provi- 
dence, their success should be ascribed. 
By his favour, the vperations of the 
Society were at first commenced with 
pleasing prospects of extensive useful- 
ness; and these still animate the Com- 
mittee. 

During the past year, the Commit- 
tee have published 258,000 Tracts. 
They have added ten new Tracts; so 
that their whole series now embraces 
one hundred and two Numbers. 

In the four preceding years, there 
were published 1,613,000 Tiacis. ‘The 
whole amount published in five years 
1,871,000. 

The Committee feel happy in stating 
that the establishment is rising. Lis 
concerns are prosperous. The num- 
ber of Depositories in different parts 
of the United Statesis increasing. New 
orders for Tracts are received from 
distant parts of our country. Tract 
Societies have been formed, and are 
forming in various places; and many 
individuals manifest a commendable 
zeal to purchase aud distribute Tracts. 
By these means, the interest of the 
Society is promoted; though not to 
the extent, which is desirable. A 
larger capital is needed to enable the 
Committee to prosecute the business 
to the best advantage. It must be 
evident to every Member and Friend 
of the Society tha! a large quantity of 
Tracts must constantly be kept on 





hand, in order to meet the wishes and 
expectations of those who would spur- 
chase. ‘The series must:also be in- 
creased by publishing new Tracts, or 
the interest and operations of the So- 
ciety Canuol continue in the progres- 
sive state, which must be desired. by 
every friend to the cause. The funds 
of the Society must therefore be en- 
larged. And the Committee entertain 
no doubt but that this may be easily 
done. Thousands are ready to afford, 
in various ways, their aid; as oppor- 
tunity shall present. And by the re- 
quisite support, this establishment may 
sooa perform uo inconsiderable part 
in disseminating Divine knowledge, 
and promoting good morals,, .Im- 
pressed with these considerations, the 
Committee would suggest the follow- 
ing measures for aiding this Society. 
One is a more general and extensive 
formation of Tract Societies. Cannot 
this be accomplished with much ease ? 
May not a Tract Society be formed 
in almost every town, or parish, or 
village’ Would not such a “ack 
be advantageously connected. with 
every Sabbath School? These Socie- 
ties, with little exertions, might annu- 
ally collect twice as much money, as 
they would wish to expend in Tracts 
for their own use, or to distribute 
in their immediate vicinity. Having 
procured a sufficiency for these pur- 
poses, they might transmit their sur- 
plus monies to the Treasurer of the 
Society. This would enable the Com- 
mittee to enlarge the sphere of their 
operations ; aud to answer some press- 
ing calls for Tracts, which they have 
hitherto been obliged to deny. It 


would. also exceedingly facilitate the 
circulation of Tracts, wherever such 
Societies are formed 

Another measure, is an increase of 
the funds of the Society, by donations 
These, of different 


and legacies. 
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sums, might be easily made by a great 
proportion of our fellow citizens. Who 
cannot contribute something to this 
Society, without diminishing his con- 
tributions to other charitable objects? 
If necessary, might not a little more 
economy be practised for this purpose? 
And would not such charity be pro- 
fitably bestowed ? Without disparag- 
ing other charities, may it not be said 
that peculiar advantages attend the 
circulation of religious Tracts? Much 
is here done by small sums. And 
consequently it is in the power of ma- 
ny to promote this design more effec- 
tually than they could some other de- 
sign. And here the affiuent may at 
once puta mighty engine in motion. 
With a few thousand dollars, the in- 
fluence of the New-England Tract 
Society might soon be extended, with 
great effect from Maine to Florida, 
and from the shores of the Atlantic to 
unknown limits in the West. 

A third measure is the general cir- 
eulation of Tracts. This must chiefly 
devolve on the Christian commanity. 
To publish Tracts, and superintend 
the general agency of the business, 
will sufficiently occupy the time and 
atte::tion of the Executive Committee. 
Nor can they so well distribute Tracts 
in the various places, where they are 
needed, as persons living in those 
‘places. They bave neither the kno~- 

ge nor the means of dotug it so ad- 
vantageously. But, in every district 
of our country, thete are those who 
can doit. By a little inquiry, they 
can ascertain what Tracts are most 
needed, and where they will be most 
likely to do good; aud then distribute 
accordingly. How many of these 
‘¢ winged messengers,” may thus be 

ut in motion in different directions ? 
Who is unable to give them circula- 
tion? Even ten cents will purchase 
100 pages, or ten Tracts of different 
sizes. With a dollar, 1000 pages, or 
‘100 smai! Tracts may be purchased. 
A hundred Tracts might be read, or 
heard read, by more than a thousand 
persons, and be blessed as a means of 
their salvation. Let a person devote 
“$100 to this object; and the interest 
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of this sum would annually circulate 
600 Tracts among thousands who ay 
perishing for lack of knowledge. This 
is surely no trifling method of doing 
good. Who can think it beneath his 
attention ? 

In the circulation of Tracts, person; 
of different occupations may conve. 
niently and successfully engage. This 
may be done by ministers of the gos. 
pel. What minister will not find ity 
pleasant thing to circulate Tract 
among his people. It may give more 
interest to his pastoral visits, to dis. 
tribute these as he goes from house to 
house. Impressions made by his con- 
versation may be increased by the 
perusal of a Tract after he retires. I: 
this way, he may much gain the af- 


fection, and promote the improve & 


ment of children and young persons, 
Tracts, in some cases, he may give as 
presents; and in others, as small pre- 
miums. Some of various kinds, may 
be loaned and returuved ; and thus sup: 
ply the want of other books, among 
those who are unable to purchase 
them. How many might thus derive 
great and lasting benefit from a few 
dollars’ worth of Tracts? And how 


much would a minister feel himself as- 
sisted and encouraged in his la- 


bours ? 


In numerous places, destitute off 
ministers, there are active christians, f 


and persons of benevolence, who can 
engage in this business. Every per- 
son of this description, by procuring 
and distributing Tracts, may enjoy 
the privilege of doing great good to 
his fellow men. He may be the in- 
strument of reforming the vicious, en- 
lightening the ignorant, and directing 
the lost and perishing to the Lamb oi 
God for salvation. How much may 
au active female accomplish in the 
circle of her acquaintance, and espe. 
cially among the rising generation, 


by these means of instruction and im- Ff 


provement? What mode of doing 


‘good is more congenial to the female 


mind; more delightful to the daugh- 
ters of Zion? By their affectionate 
kindness, by their familiar and plea- 
sant remarks, they may have more ir- 
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fluence than the other sex, in engaging 
the attention, and impressing the 
minds of young persons, as they put 
religious ‘Tracts into their hands. 

In schools, there is good opportu- 
nity to distribute Tracts. Every 
teacher might well bestow them as re- 
wards for punctual attendance, dili- 
gence in study, and good behaviour. 
While this excited a spirit of improve- 
ment in youth, it would also convey 
many Tracts into families, where they 
would be read with peculiar interest, 
and be Itkely to produce very pleasing 
effects. This mode of distributing 
Tracts claims the attention of Tract 
Societies and benevolent imdividuals. 
These could easily furnish teachers 
with a sufficiency for distribution in 
schools. In prosecuting journeys, the 

ious and benevolent might scatter 
much of their precious seed ; which by 
the Divine blessing, would yield an 
immortal harvest. A Tract given by 
a stranger, and accompanied with a 
serious, friendly remark, might excite 
much attention in the receiver, and be 
blessed to his everlasting good. Who 
knows what immense benefit this kind 
of charity may produce? [tis not con- 
fined to the individual who receives a 
Tract from a friendly stranger; but 
he wishes others to read what has 
been so useful to him; and he is anx- 
ious to fix their attention on the things 
of their future peace. And thus, by 
the blessing of God, the influence of a 
single Tract is felt through a circle of 
immortal beings, and extends to ge- 
nerations unborn, 

lu such benevolent designs, the 
Committee would not only aniiate 
the members of this Society to renew- 
ed exertions; but also earnestly so- 
licit the generous and efficient co- 
operations of the liberal and affluent 
in different parts of our country. 
BRETHREN AND FRIENDS: 

The number engaged in this good 
work is an animuling consideratwn. 


Among the Traet Societies of the 
present reriod, the religious Tract So- 
ciety if London holds the foremost 
rank. This was established in 1799. 
In 1813, this Society had distributed 
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seventeen millions of Tracts. In each 
year since, the average number circu- 
lated is said to be about three millions. 
In the year ending May 1817, it was 
three millions anda half. The whole 
namber of Tracts distributed by this 
Society is thought to exceed thirty- 
two millions. These Tracts have been 
rinted in fourteen different languages, 
esides the English, viz. Welsh, Irish, 
Manks, Gaelick, French, Dutch, Spa- 
nish, Portuguese, German, Danish, 
Fionish, Russian, Calmuck, and Chi- 
nese. This Society has 124 Auxiliaries 
within the limits of England. By its 
influence and aid, it has been instru- 
mental in forming, in various parts of 
Europe, many Societies on principles 
similar to its own; i.e. making them 
fountains, from which small streams 
might receive a constant supply. 
Such are the Societies in Stockholm, 
Hanover, Berlin, Sleswick, Holstein El- 
berfleld, Stuttgard, Nurenberg, Frank- 
fort, Neuweid, Koningsfield, Basle, 
Zurich, Berne, St. Gall, Scaffhausen, 
Lausanne, and Piedmont among the 
Waldenses; also at different places in 
Italy, Russia, and Finland. Some of 
the smallest of these Societies have 
published from fifiy to one hugdced 
thousand Tracts. Others have doue 
much more. ‘The Society at Stock- 
holm, which was established in 1809, 
during the four first years of its forma- 
tion, printed Tracts in the Swedish, 
Finnish, and Lapavese languages; and 
circulated in the same period, fup- 
wards ef 40U,000. It has since cit- 
culated several times that number. 

The Church of England Tract So- 
ciety, established at Bristol, in 1811, 
promises much for the cause. It has 
Auxiliaries in different parts of Eng- 
land, Ireland, and in several of the 
British Proviuces. . 

The Liverpool Religious Tract So- 
ciety has distributed, in two years and 
a half, upwards of 622,000 Tracts. 

In the United States, there is a sis» 
ter Society, whose exertions in the 
common cause are highly commenday. 
bie. This is the New-York Tract 
Society. It was formed in 1810.— 
During the year 1815, it digtsibused 
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35,600 Tracts, including the number 
sold to other Societies. According to 
the sixth annual Report, the whole 
number of Tracts then published was 
493,586. During every succeeding 
year, the number of Tracts publish- 
ed, has increased; aud the prospect 
is, that in a few years, some hundred 
thousands will be annually published 
by this Society. Some of their Tracts 
ave in the Spanish and French lan- 
guages. Their English series con- 
tains 62 numbers; the Spanish four ; 
and. the French one. These have 
been distributed among the French 
and Spanish in our country; in the 
West Indies; and some in South Ame- 
rica, 

The Committee believe that many 
thousands of Tracts have been publish- 
ed, in- the United States, by smaller 
Societies and benevolent individuals ; 
but thev are not able to specify the 
particulars for want of information. 

How ‘many are engaged in this 
noble euterprize? And how cheering 
is the prospect of success? Shall not 
your breast glow with love and zeal; 
and your hand abound in liberality ? 

The govd effected is another ani- 
mating consideration. The beneficial 
effects of circulating Tracts can be 
known but very imperfectly in this 
world. The slight of eternity must 
show how many have been converted 
from the error of their ways; or have 
been quickened in their Christian 
course; or ediied in the faith of the 
‘gospel, by these silent monitors. They 
have vast influence, where saving 
effects are not produced, in ame- 
liorating the condition of families and 
nations. Mrs. Hannah More, it is 
supposed, has done more for the pre- 
servation of England by her cheap re- 
ponitery Tracts, than the celebrated 
Neilson had done, as a Naval Com- 
mander, by all his splendid achieve- 
ments. * No works tended more to 
counteract the delusive and irreligious 
spirit of the French revolution,” than 
those above mentioned fiom her pen. 
And wherever her ‘Tracts and others 
of a similar kind are circulated, they 
must tend to check the progress of er: 
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ror, to suppress vice aud wreligion, 
and to counteract efforts to destroy 
civil and religious order. ‘Their in- 
fluence on the rising generation is in- 
calculable. They take the attention 
and guide the youthful mind to a pro- 
fitable course of reading and reflection. 
They both amuse and instruct. Divine 
truth, when conveyed by interesting 
narrative or striking incidents, takes 
faster bold of the mind, is more easily 
retained, and has greater effect. 

We have many accounts of hopefu} 
conversions, which are to be traced 
to these small vehic'es of tiuth as the 
means. A relation of them would 
much enrich the present report. But 
your Committee will content them- 
selves wiih relating ouly one ins\ance, 
which has lately occurred in New 
England, and which, it is believed, has 
not been published. 

As a respectable Physician, who 
had long been an avowed infidel, was 
reading a Tract entitled The praying 
Negro, he was led to reflect that he 
possessed a very diflerent temper from 
this pious person. When he was in- 
jured he was disposed to seek re- 
venge; -but this pious person, when 
injured, found relief in praying to God. 
This produced a conviction of his sin- 
fulness, guilt, and danger. He saw 
no hope of salvation by his own works; 
but felt himself a lost sinner. What 
then could he do, but luok to that Sa- 
viour, whom he had so long rejected, 
as not worthy his regard. By faith in 
him, be obtained peace and comfort. 
He then collected his deistical books 
at home, and those which he had lent 
to his neighbours, and committed 
them to the flames. He found the 
Bible infinitely better. Recollecting 
one night that one of these books was 
lent te his Minister, he knew not 
how to sleep till it was burned; but 
asjthe night was dark anj stormy, he 
concluded to wait till morning. Then 
neither the severity of the storm, nor 
the infirmities of his age prevented the 
execution of bis purpose. When he 
asked for the book, the Minister was 
fearful that he might still doubt the 
truth and inspiration ofthe Scriptures, 
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and so wish to read this book again. 


This had been his favourite author, | 


But no sooner was it returned, than, 
with much emphasis, he said. * In 
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and these witnesses, | now solemnly 
renounce all the errors contained ta 
this boek.”” He then cast it. into the 
fire. le since warns with much affee- 
tion and faithfulness, thos? whom he 
had before led astray, and intreats 
them to revounce their errors and em- 
brace the Saviour. His exertions are 
uot in vain. Christians are auimated, 
and sinners alarined. 

Does a single Tract produce such 
effects? and who is willing to be in- 
active? Whocao withhold his aid? 

Much remains to be done. This is 
another motive to liberal exertion. 
‘The work ts sull in its commencement; 
but little of us blessed fruits is yet 
seen. Still it is seed time; and the 
full harvest is yet tocome. But the 
field is large; and with due cultiva 
tion it promises avery rich harvest. 
He that soweth bountifully, shall reap 
also bountifully. 

Litt up your eyes and behold the 
prospect before you. See the thou 
san is and millions that need to be 
enlightened aud turaed to the Lord. 
Let theic cond tion awaken your comn- 
p: ission, and rouse you to actiou. — 
Never relax, bat rather lacrease your 
exertions, until the whole land is filled 
with Divine kuowiedge, and rignteous- 
ness, and peace. 

Jepsvitas Morse, Chairman of the 
Exc. Comm. of the New England Tract 
Society. 


O ficers of the New-England Tract So- 
ciety, elecled Mag 1319. 


Hon.William Reed, President ; Rev. 
Jededia Morse, D. D. Vice President ; 
Rev. John Codman, Corresponding 
Secretary ; Rev. Joshua Huntington, 
Recording Secretary; Amos Blanchard, 
Esq. Treasurer. 

Executive Committee. 

Rev. Jedediah Morse; Rev. John 
H_ Church * Rev. Justin Edwards ; 
Rev. John Codman ; Amos Blanchard, 
I'sq. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Quarterly Extracts for the months of May, 
June, July and August, 


In the month of May the Managers receiv- 
ed a Donation of five hundred Spanish New- 
Testaments from the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible,Society, to be distributed 
among the inhabitants of South America 
using that language. Thus ihe Board had at 
their disposal (including the twe editions 
printed by themse! ves, {rom their own piales,) 
three thousand copies of the New ‘Testa- 
ment, to supply their Spanish brethren on this 
continent with that part of the word of life. 
They have open +d a correspondenee for the 
purpose of obtaining inforiuation as to the 
most eligible way of disposing of them, aad 
only wait for favourable auswe sto co nwmence 
the work of distributing without delay. 


The following copies of the Scriptures have 
been printed for. the Society during the 
mouths of Vay, Juve, July aad August: 


2000 Octavo Bibles, 

4000 Duodecimo Brevier Bibles, 

625! Daodecimo Minion Bibles, 

3500 Duodecino Burgevis festaments, 


As the Expenditures of the Society for the 
Paper, Printing, aad binding ot its Bibles and 
Testamen s are very iarge, and as by paying 
Cash, they can obtain both the materials and 
the work on Much more advantageous terms 
than they could on credit ; Auxiliarv and oth- 
er Societies, are requested to remit to the A- 
gent, as early as practicable, payment for 
copies of the Scripture purchased of the So- 
ciety; and as monies current in New-York, 
can often be procured in distant pafts, on . 
more favourable terms than bank notes of 
those places can be parted with here, Societies 
remitting money, are requested, if possible, to 
have such notes exchanged for money or 
drafts at par in this city, previous to remitting. 

Ou the first of this month there were due the 
American Bible Society, trum Auxiliary and 
other Societies, upwa cds of $5600. 

The American Bible Society are now ina 
situation to furnish all their Auxiliaries, and 
other Bible Societies, with any quantities of 
well priated, and well bound Bibles and Tes- 
taments, in considerable variety as to quality 
and prices, at the shortest notice. 


Contributions to the Funds of the Society, 
in May, June, July, aud August, from Auxilia- 
ry and other Societies, amount to about $6,600 

48 Ministers and & others have been consti- 
tuted members for life, by the contribution of 
$30 and upwards. 

Annual subscribers and donations of indi- 
viduals, $139. 

Legacies, $40. 

6563 Bibles and 1740 Testaments have bees 


issued from the Depository during the months 
of May, June, July, and August, 
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MASSACHUSBTTS GENERAL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

From the Recorder. 

Narrative of the Sta'e of Religion, pre- 

sented ai a Meeting of the General 


Assnciation of Massachusetis Proper, 
at Pittsfield, June 2dih, 1819. 


The committee appointed to pre. 
pare an abstract of the written and 
verbal communications relative to the 
state of religion within the United 
States, generally; and purticu/arly 
within the bounds of the General As 
sociation of Massachusetts Proper, re- 
port, as follows. 

In the representative bodies of the 
Congregational and Presb, terian cler- 

yin the United States, which assem- 

e annually, narratives of the state of 
religion, within their respective bounds, 
are statedly giveo, which together fur- 
wish a full and authentic view of the 
situation of the churches of these de- 
nominations, also of the frontier set- 
tlements and waste places, throughout 
the United States. As these bodies 
are uniied by a delegation from each, 
to all the others, the narratives of the 
whole are combined, and for the in- 
formation of the christian community, 
annually published by each body in 
the journals of their respective pro- 
ceedings, aud interchanged ; and thus 
extensively circulated; hereby cre- 
ating a common interest, and pro- 
moting brotherly love, among a very 
large proportion of our American 
churches, spread over our whole coun- 
try. 
From the documents lai! before the 
committee, they have made the fol- 
lowing abstracts, which they present 
as their report. 

In the county of Berkshire, the 


churches are generally in a state of 


peace. Sabbath schools are estab- 
jished in many of the towns, and in 
every instance, with flattering pros- 
pects of usefulness. 
Adains there has recently been a re- 
vival of religion among the Baptists; 
and in Williamstown there has been, 
and is still, a general revival of reli- 
gion. About 150 are considered as 


Massachusetis General Association. 


In the town of 
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hopefu! subjects of the work. A great 
proportion of the members of Wi- 
liams’ College are either professors of 
religion, or of sober life and conversa- 
tion; of late there has been an increasing 
solemnity inthe minds of the students. 

Within the limits of the Mountain 
Association, there are several towns 
in which there is more than common 
altention to religion, especially im 
Cummington, Peru, and Worthington. 
In Worthington, a reviral commenced 
in April hast, which still continues. Jt 
is principally among yeung persons of 
both sexes. In one hovse, five chil- 
dren, it is believed, have become 
pious. The whole nomber of hope- 
ful converts has not been ascertained. 
It may be 100, or more. About 40 
are propounded for admission into the 
church. 

In Itampshire Central Association, 
sabbath schools are generally estab- 
lished. ‘The monthly concert of 
prayer is observed in every church, 
charitable institutions meet with much 
encouragement. Three charitable so- 
cieties are intimately connected with 
the Associations, viz. a Bible Society, 
a Foreign Mission Society, and an 
Education Society. The Education 
Society has at present eight benefi- 
ciaries under its patrouage. To 
the funds of the Education Society 
the people of Southampton have re- 
cently subscribed $1000; the heirs of 
the estate of Jonathan Judd, Esq. late 
of that town, have given $1000; and 
Mr. John Ashley, of West-Springfield, 
has also made a donation of $1206. 

The state of religion in the churches 
belonging to this Association, during 
the past year, has been peculiarly en- 
couraging. In Amherst, about 50 kave 
been hopefully converted, and several 
of the students of the Academy in 
that place are among the number, 
In Granby 50 have been propounded 
for admission into the church; and in 
South Hadley 54. In each of these 
places nearly double these numbers, 
it is supposed, have become prous. 
In Belchertown, about 180 have made 
a public profession of religion. North- 
ampton has been favoured with a ge- 
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seral revival. About 80 have been 
admitted to the church, and as many 
more will probably be received soon. 
The gracious operations of the Spirit 
gre still continued. In addition to 
these particulars, it may be observed, 
that most of the remaiming churches 
sonnected with the Association have 
been favoured, during the year past, 
in a greater or less degree, with the 
influence of the Holy Spirit. 

In Hampden Association are 1@ va- 
sant churches. Charitable institutions 
for various religious purposes are nu- 
merous, and liberally supported. In 
several towns there have been revivals 
of religion. In Munson ’97 have been 













pe- added to the church; and in West 
red. field, 91. : 
40 The churches within the limits of 
the the Brookfield Association have never 
before witnessed such a season of re- 
on, vivals as have occurred during the 
ab- past year. Nine towns, out of twenty, 
of have been visited with a special aud 
ch, powerful work of Gea; and in many 
ch of the remaining towns there have 
wi been favourable appearances. In En- 
th field, 100 have been united to the 
Ys church; in New Braintree, 76; in 
in North-Brookfield, 22; and in West- 
ia Brookfield, 82. In Ware, 50 have 
ie joined the church, a large proportion 
ad of whom areaged—many are between 
y 50 and 80 years of age. In Western, 
. 56 have made a profession of religion ; 
f in Spencer, 31; in Palmer, 82; and 
B in Brimfield, 76. In all these towne, 
l there are many who have become 
, hopefully pious, who have not yet 


united themselves to the church. 

; The Union Association is composed 

| of the pastors of 14 churches in Bosten 
and the vicinity. In the congregation 
in Dorchester, under the care of the 
Rev. Mr. Codman, a more than usual 
attention has existed. ‘Twenty-three 
were added to the church during the 
year. A similar work of grace has 
existed at Easton. The Auxiliary 
Education Society of the county of 
Norfork, with which nine of the 
churches and congregations of this As- 
‘sociation are in a greater or less de- 

gree connected, is the most operative 
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county association for that purpose 
within tae commonwealth. A Femate 
Auxiliavy Education Society, and an 
Auxiliary Education Sociviy of the 
young men of Boston, have been form- 
ed within the year, and have contri- 
buted very liberally to the funds of 
the pareiut institution. Two of the 
churches in Boston, one of them con- 
nected with this Association, have also 
become Auxiliary Education societies, 
end support, each of them, two bene- 
ficiavies The same churches have 
undertaken to support one of the 
Missionaries ubout to be sent to Je- 
rusalem. The Society for the Moral 
and Religious Instruction of the poor 
in Boston has supported two Mis- 
siovaries throughout the year in that 
town; and during one fourth of the 
year, five young men, in addition to 
these Missionaries, have been labour- 
ing in the same field. The same So- 
ciety has established Sabbath schools 
in most of the parishes in Boston, Its 
members have been in labours more 
abundant, and Gop has appeared exe 
tensively to prosper the work of their 
hands. Sabbath schools, and Chari 
table societies for various religious pur- 
poses, have been established in the 
First Church and Congregation in 
Charlestown, the Second Church in 
Dorchester, both connected with the 
General Association, and <lso in the 
other churches belonging to the Union 
Association. 

From the Association of Salem and 
Vicinity, nothing interesting was re- 
lated; except that there had been 
unusual attention to-religion in Mar- 
blehead. 

From the ether Associations con- 
nected with this body, no particular 
information was communicated. 

The Theological Seminary at An- 
dover, under the care of four Profes- 
sors, has 100 students, a large propor- 
tion of whom are supported, in whole 
or in part, by charity. 

The narrative of the state of religion 
within the bounds of the General Ag. 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church con- 
tains much animating information, 
The reports of the several Presbyteries 
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represent, that without an exception, 
the cause of evangelical truth is at- 
tended with a gradual and uniform 
uccess. On aimost every section of 
he church, Gop has been pleased to 
estow some refreshing showers of 
grace. And, although it does not ap- 
pear that he has, in any instance, dis- 
played such wonders of mercy, as in 
some former years, yet it is believed, 
that the accessions to the church 
during the past year, have been about 
as numerous as at any former period ; 
and that the great and permanent in- 
terests of religion have been more 
extensively promoted, than heretofore. 
The monti:ly concert of prayer is al 
most universa'ly observed. Sabbath 
schools have been formed, in great 
numbers, in almost all the P esby 
teries, and with high promise of ex- 
tensive usefulness. In the city of 
New-York, fiom 8000 to 10.000 chil 
dren are instructed every Lord’s day ; 
and in Philadelphia, from 12,000 to 
14,000. ‘The Atrican schol, intend- 
ed to qualify young persons of colour 
for the Gospel Ministry, which is now 
under the direction of the Synod of 
New York and New-Jersey, will pro: 
bably soon receive the aid of several 
more Synods, and become more ex- 
tended in its operations. It is esti 
mated that there are about 300 young 
men, supported by the funds of the 
several Education Societies in the 
United States, in different stages of 
preparation for the Gospel Ministry. 
Inthe Theological Seminary at Prince 
ton, there have been 67 students during 
the past year, of whom 56 still remain. 
Twenty eight of the students have 
been supported, through the past year, 
chiefly by Cent Societies, under the 
patronage of benevolent females. 
From the General Association of 
Connecticut we learn, that the past 
year has not been marked with those 
signal tokens of divine favour, which 
have distinguished preceding years. 
With few exceptions, there has been 
a suspension of the special and now- 
erful operations of the Spirit of Gop. 
A great d: gree of ha: mony, however, 
appears to prevail among pastors and 
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churches throughout the state. The 
number of vacant churches is uncom. 
monly smal!. Many waste places 
have been in a measure repaired, 
through the instrumentality of the 
Domestic Missionary Society. In some 
instances the Lord has appeared in 
his glory to build up Zion, by the spe- 
cial efiusions of his Spirit. In Had- 
dam, Ashford, Bolton, and Colchester, 
there have been extensive revivals. 
Partial seasons of refreshing have also 
been experienced in Litchfield, South 
Farms, Winstead, and Washington, 
in the county of Litchfield. The Fo- 
reign Mission School, established in 
Cornwall, and the Counecticat Asylum 
for the instraction of the deaf and 
dumb, established in Hartford, are in 
a flourishing condition. The genera! 
concert of prayer, is universa!ly ob- 
served in the churches of the Associa- 
tion. 

From a report made in September 
last, to the General Association of New 
Hampshie, it appears, that there had 
beeu revivals in various places in that 
state, during the year preceding In 
Chichester, 107 had united with the 
church; in Epsom, 20; in Nelson, 
27; in North Hampton, 195 in Gro- 
ton, 16; and in Mount Vernon, 71. 
In Lolles, it was hoped, that more 
than 100 had become pious. In Win- 
chester, Fitzwilliam, and Sullivan, 
there bad likewise been specia! atten- 
tention to religion. Sabvath Schools 
were established in many places and 
were fast Increasing 

Froia the General Convention of 
Congregational and Presbyterian Nit- 
nisters, in Vermont, their Delegate, 
Rev. Mr. Wright, presented an in- 
teresting statement, from which we 
make the following extracts. 

“ Revivals of religion in Vermont 
have been less frequent, and less ex- 
tensive the past year, than in some 
former years. ‘The churches are ge- 
nerally in peace, and appear to be 
“ striving together for the faith of the 
gospel.” 

In the congregational societies good 
attention is given to the preached 
word, where it is enjoyed; but very 
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pany of our churches are small, and 
he people of the towns where they 
re situated, divided into so many dif- 
sent denominations, that no regular 
sinistry of any denomination can be 
upported. There is reason to be 
eve, however, that the truly pious of 
iferent denominations are becoming 
nore friendly towards each other, less 
enacious of their peculiarities in re- 
vard to modes and forms, more dis- 
posed, in their communications, to 
well on those great principles in 
which all, who are born of the Spirit, 
substantially agree. In some towns, 
dangerous errors are propagated, it 
is feared, with some success ; but there 
is 00 doubt, that evangelical religion, 
on the whole, is gaining ground In 
this state. 

Conferences and prayer meetings 
among Christians are well attended ; 
and it deserves to be especially noticed, 
that female associations for prayer, 
are numerous and increasing. The 
monthly concert is very generally at- 
tended by Christians; and with in- 
creasing interest. 

Sabbath Schools are rapidly multi- 
plying, and promise incalculable ben- 
efit to the rising generation. Family 
religion is also more strictly attended 
te, and many of the churches are a- 
wakening to a sense of their obliga- 
tions to baptised children, whom the 
Head of the church has placed under 
their care. 

A spirit of liberality, in regard to 
the various benevolent institutions, 
which distinguished this favoured age, 
and which are the glory of our coun- 
try, is also increasing among Chris- 
trans, whose example has excited oth- 
ere to cast in liberally into the Treasu 
ry of God, As evidences of the in- 
crease of Chrisitan liberality, it may 
be proper to mention the recent form- 
ation of female Societies for missiona. 
ry purposes even in some of the waste 
places of Zion, where but a lrandful are 
found to seek and pray for her pros- 
perity ; also the recent establishment 
of a General Juvenile Missionary So- 
ciety designed to be extended through- 
out the State, which, so far as exer- 
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tions have been made, has obtained a 
patronage unparalleled by any benev- 
olent institution ever yet formed in 
Vermont. It is proper also to men- 
tion, that measures aie about to be 
taken to establish a branch of the 
American Education Society for this 
State and its borders ; a convention of 
Delegates from the several! Associa- 
tions being appointed, to be holden on 
the last ‘Tuesday of the present month 
for that purpose. Nor are we depriv- 
ed of the pleasure of recording to the 
honor of our Redeemer’s uame, reviv- 
als of religion within the past year. 
A considerable number of towns have 
been visited, and are now enjoying 
relreshing showers of grace. 

On the whole, it is considered that the 
friends of Zion in Vermont have much 
cause to thank God and take courage. 

Within a few years God has greatly 
enlarged her bo:ders in this State, and 
the subjects of his grace appear gener- 
ally to walk in some comfortable 
measure wortly of the high vocation 
wherewith they are called. It is in- 
deed a mournful consideration that 
iniquity extensively abounds, that 
thousands regard not the work of the 
Lord, nor consider the operation of his 
baud ; that a large proportion of our 
towns, especially in the northern sec- 
tion of the State, are destitute of the 
sacred minisiration of the word and 
ordinances of the gospel, and the cry 
for missionary help is loud and affect- 
ing. But we trust the ery of those 
who are grieved for the afflictions of 
Joseph, wiil be heard in Heaven. 
God will arise and plead his cause. 
The time to favor Zion in this region, 
as well as elsewhere, will come, and 
these waste places will share in the tri- 
umphs and the joys of that day, 
“when the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established upon the 
tops of the mountains, and exalted 
above the hills, and ali people shall 
flow unto it.” 

Such is the general view of the state of 
religion in our country, which the Com- 
mittee are enabled to present to the 
christian public. Connected with a view 
of the progress of truth, and the pros- 
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perity of Zion in other parts of the 
world, the prospect opened to the 
friends of the Redeemer are higisly an. 
imating, aud their encouragement te 
continued and incieased action un- 
commonly great. Goed soldiers of 
Jesus Christ will not be discouraged 
or intimidated by difficulties and op 
position, however formidable, knowing 
that the battles they fight are the 
Lord’s, and that uncer Him as their 
Captain, they shall assuredly triumph 
at last, and be crowned with life and 
eternal giory ‘The dawnings of bet 
ter days already appear. “ The night 
is fay spent; the day is ai hand.”— 
Soou the * Ange}, standiag on the sea 
and on the earth, lifting bis hand to 
heaven, shal! sware by Him that liveth 
for ever aud ever, that there shall be 
time no longer.” ‘The voice address- 
ell to all by these events, and these 
prospects, is—‘' Prepare to meet thy 
God,” 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCI- 
ETY. 
Extracts of Speeches delivered at the 15th 
Anniversary. 
(Continued from page 295.) 


The Rev. Samorxt Woop, from Ireland, (on 
secouding the Motion.) 

“My Lord, I never experienced a more 
grateful feeling, than that which has been ex- 
cited on this occasion; and I hope, my Lord, 
that I shall retura to my country with that 
feeling, and shall not refrain from any exer- 
ition, ou the other side of the water, that shall 
impress upon the hearts of Irishmen, the love 
of Britons for the Bible. 

My Lord, there is but one Institution in the 
world taat | venerate more than yours ; it is 
that of the Christian Ministry, which had its 
divect origin in the authority of Him whe 
came down from heaven. But, next to the 
Tnstitution of the Caristian Ministry, I ven- 
erate that of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety I venerate it because it operates in 
conjunction with the Christian Ministry. A 
ministry without the Bible may produce an 
unworthy enthusiasm ; it may do, what it has 
done, scatter abroad among the nalions a pes- 
tilential superstition ; but when the Christian 
ministry is directed by the infallible revela- 
tion of God's holy word, we shall have no 
reasow to fear that it will overstep the bounds 
of solid and substantial religion. 

My Lord, I venerate the design of this So- 
ne which is, to put into every man’s hand 
in the world, the word of God, witheut note 
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or comment. This is a point of great mo° 
ment, and provides for the unity of those who 
have been so long separated from each other 
It is a bond, which has brought this assembly 
together; itis a bondin whichI see one of 
the most venerable triends of my count 
united with the humble individual who to-day 
addresses you, 

My Lord, I revere this Society for its extra. 
ordinery powers The gift of tongues is ne 
more : it has pleased Almighty providence to 
withdraw that special endowment, which was 
bestowed upon the apostolic church, but is 
not transmitted to modern times. But, though 
God has not continued to his church these ex- 
traordinary, these supernatural means of 
wher | the gospel te every creature under 

veaven, he bas, through the medium of your 
Society, by an almost second miracle, provid. 
ed an instrument for communicating the 
knowledge of the gospel to every kingdom 
and people under heaven; so that every man 
may read, in his own tongue, the wonderiul 
works of God. 

My Lord, I revere this Institution, from a 
consideration of a most affecting nature. ‘This 
is a royal charity. It is reported of our ven- 
erable Sovereign, (and I cannot, as an [rish- 
man, allude to my Sovereign, whose son-in- 
law, and representative I now, for the first 
time, behold, but, with the feelings of Irish 
cdr I say, God save the King!—it is re- 
ported of our Sovereign, that he expressed ® 
wish, that every child in his empire should be 
able to read his Bible. This Society gives ef- 
fect, in great measure, to this wish of my Sov- 
ereign; and therefore I consider it a royal 
charity. 

My Lord, 1 revere this Institution for one 
reason more: the Bible is a book which 
speaks to the heart ; and when the virtues en- 
enjoined in that book, are implanted in the 
human heart, they become feeling and active 
virtues. 

[Here Mr. Wood adverted to the pleasing <f- 
fect of the Bible on the heart of a young Rus- 
stan, who had become acquainted with ils con- 
tents, for the first time, in this cowntry.] 

May I be permitted for one moment, to 
consider the great object of this Institution, 
aad the means by which that object is to be 
obtained ? The object to be accomplished, is, 
to enlighten the world. And by what means? 
Is it. by following the ignis /atuus of infidelity > 
or is it by lighting the taper of reason, at the 
expiring embers of paganish philosophy ? No, 
nor is it by stealing fire from heaven ; for 
what the ¢un is in the system of nature, the 
Bible is in the system of grace. The rays of 
that sun have shone gloriously upon the world, 
and the people that sat in darkness have seen 
a great light, andto them that dwelt in the 
region of the shadow of death light is sprung 
up: and I will add, that that light shall go 
forth as the morning, and righteousness as the 
sun in his strength, till the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord. I am glad 
that the Pagan nations have been enlighten- 
ed; Jam happy tbat the children of Affica 
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ve heard the voice of salvation; and I re- 
ve that the day is approaching, when the 
al chain shall be broken from the neck of 
victim of oppression. I trust that he 
| live to see that day, who has been the in- 
»ment of breaking the chain of tyranny 
wn the neck of the sons of Africa, till he be- 
ids a nation bora to God, and the genera- 
ins of Africa hailing the redemption that is 
Christ Jesus. My Lord, [ am happy that 
1e Gospel is gone into other countries ; yet I 
ust deplore, that a considerable portion of 
oral ignorance and moral darkness now 
serspreads my own. I would not make an 
npleasant reflection, or such as might, fora 
noment,fbear on the feelings of modern poli- 
‘ics; but, my Lord, I must not hesitate to say, 
hat there is a considerable portion of the vast 
population of Ireland, to whom the word of 
this Gospel has never yet come. Why is it 
that this Gospel has not come to them ? O, my 
Lord, I will not now make the painful inquiry. 
tis indeed, a painful inquiry, and whoever 
casts his eye over that country, must close it 
hile he weeps over it.” 

Mr Wood then described, in very animated 
terms, the character of his country, as ardent, 
generous, and capable of unfolding itself to 
great advantage, under the means of moral 
cultivation: be adverted to the benefits al- 
ready conferred upon Ireland, by the establish- 
ment of Schools and Bible Societies; and re- 
marking that his country had done something 
for the Institution, alluding to a legacy of 
three thousand pounds from an Irish lady ; and 
concluded by stating, that he had been called 
upon to second a Motion of thanks to the wor- 
thy Treasurer, and that he should beg leave 
to do so by presenting to his Lordship 15001. 
as a moiety of that legacy, and hoped, by the 
next Anniversary, to be able to transmit to 
the Society 1500/. more. 





From the Religious Remembrancer. 
NATIVE COLLEGE IN INDIA. 


Letter from the Rev. Mr. Marshman, 
to a gentleman in Philadelphia, da- 
ted Serampore, March 8, 1819. 


My dear Sir,—Let me entreat your 
kind acceptance of the prospects of a 
college which we humbly trust will 
promote the cause which lies near your 
heart in no common degree: It is a 
college for the instruction of native 
Christian youth in the Doctrines 
and duties of the gospel; in general 
history, geography, and western sct- 
ence; and in the grammatical con- 
struction of their own language, with 
the view of fitting them to spread the 
gospel throughout India. It mast be 
obvious that the expense of supporting 
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foreign missionaries, their inability to 
sustain the heat of the climate, aad 
many other circumstances render it 
impossible for a sufficient number ‘o 
be sent forth to evangelize India. No 
country indeed has ever been evangel- 
ized by foreign missionaries since the 
days of the apostles; nor indeed even 
where foreign missionaries have first 
carried the gospel, as they must 1ow 
do; but to spread it throughout the 
country must be the work of native 
converts, as it was io the days of the 
apostles. The question is, stiall the 

be assisted therein by enjoying the ad- 
vantages all foreign missionaries en- 
joy; or left almost wholly ignorant of 
the gospel they must publish, the er. 
rocs they must combat, and even of 
the language io which they must 
preach? Iam certaia, my dear sir, 
you will agree with us, in thinking 
that they ought to enjoy every advan- 
tage we can furnish to them. Im- 
piessed deeply with this, as the Lord 
has given usa native Christian popu- 
lation, in various parts of India, al- 
ready exceeding a thousand in num- 
ber, and increasing evéry year, we 
thought we ought to lose no time in 
founding an Institution which should 
combine all the advantages we were 
capable of communicating to them. 
In doing this we have contributed from 
our own labour to the uimost extent 
of our ability, and are now looking to 
the friends of religion in Britain and 
America for further help. We have 
purchased a saitable spot of ground, 
and are about to erect, wit» as little 
delay as possible, buildings thereon 
for the accommodation of a hundred 
native Christian students, of which 
number we have thirty already coliect- 
ed atthe Mission House, and under 
elementary instruction. Let us my 
dear sir, intreat from you on this good 
and most important work, that gener- 
ous helping hand to which we have 
been already so much indebted, and 
further, that you would be pleased to 
recommend it to the notice of your nou- 
merous and liberal circle of friends. 
A few acts of friendly generosity here, 
such as America has often wimessed, 
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would bless India to the latest ages. 

But I add no more, and intreat your 

forgivness for having inmmposed so long 

on your valuable time, I remain, with 

the highest esieem, 

My dear sir, most sincerely your’s 
J. MArsamMa N, 


— oe 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


A Society bas lately been formed in Hun- 
ter, Green Co. N.Y auxi! iary to the Young 
People’s Missionary Society for the middle 
District, under very anspicious circumstances, 
Wa. W. Epwarns, Esq. President. 

Our corresponde nt observes, “‘ We are vet 
in our infancy i Th point of usetulness : but it 
was very pleasing to find 54 persons come 
forward and offer themselves as members, in 
a place where three years ago the footsteps of 
the missionary were never heard It was 
then almosta how ling wiHderness s—shut out 
from the reach of benevolence. The inhab- 
itants led a very ignorant, irreligious life; the 
Salbath was openly profaned, and vice and 
iminorality were but too common. We have 
reaser to bless God that things begin to wear 
wv different aspect. The labours of a mission- 
ary among us the summer past, have been 
very beneiicial ; and although no special in- 
stances of grace have thus far been noticed, 
we cannot bat observe an increasing disposi- 
tion to listen to the truths of the gospel, and 
abandon the course of living which many 

have heretoiore pursucd among us. 





From the New-York Christian Herald. 


Eatract of a Letier from the Rev. Da- 
vid Teuney, who is in the employ of 
the New-York Evangelical Missivna- 
ry Society of Young wen, tothe Pub- 
lisher, dated Kaskaskias, Illinois, 
Aug. 7, 1819. 


Dear Sir,—“ I have resided .ia this 
tate but afew weeks, and am the 
only Presbyterian minister in Illinois. 
Thos I stand alone in a state.contain- 
tug net less than severty thousand in- 
habitants ; and the influx from other 
parts of the country is perhaps, with- 
out a parallel. This state has most 
imperious claims on New-York for as- 
sistance, aS the latier is transplanting 
some of ber most valued sons to this 
wilderness. Having travelled over 
mech of this state, | am satisfied 
there are more emigrants from the 
state of New-York than any other. 


Another missionary from the New- 


Misstonary Society of Greene County, N. ¥. { 














York Society is every day expe 
here; ET long for hisarrival. The \j 
souri Territory is the principal fielj 
my labours, and there I have sg». 
the most of my time siace I have bg 
in the employ of the Society, whic 
now nearly a year. As it respects} 
interests of ‘Lion, in this Terri ory 
can only say, a dark cloud is suspe 
ded; a few rays only break throug 
these revive the soul and! keep it fix 
sinking. Do, Dear Sir, through 
medium of your paper, engage 
prayers of the friends of Immanuel 
tlre east, to afford relief to the peog 
1 the west who are perishiag for lag 
of wisdom” 
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Extracts from Rev. R. Watson’s Serm 
to Sabbath School Teachers. 
(Continued from page 301 ) 


With me, I coufess it is no smal! re 
commendation of these instiluliou 
that, with few exceptions, the re/igivu 
instruction they communicate is tit 
gospel, in all its great and elementary 
principles. ‘Fhis 1s found in their ca: 
echisms, in the hymus sung, in the 
lectures delivered; avd it is fully se 
cured by the reading of the whole scrip- 
tures. There is no compromise with 
those who “ deny the Lord that bought 
them,” to exciude from elementary in- 
struction the fallen condition of man, 
and that which renders necessary, the 
sacrificial work of Christ, and the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. We re- 
joice indeed, as we ought, that this is 
not peculiar to Sunday Schoois; that 
the increasing National Schools, which 
now give their benfits to the children 
of the poor, as they secure the teach- 
ing of the national faith, secure by 
that means their instruction in all the 
truths of our common religion. As to 





others which adopt the principie of 


compromise and exclusion, I hesitate 
not to express My suspic Ous as to their 
beneficial tendency im all cases where 
some collatera] means are not provided 
to supply the deficiency ; and certainly it 
can never be justly pl-aded as a reason 
for giving up a single Sunday Schiovi, 
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r relaxing in our exertions to mul- 
them, that in some places the in- 
tions alluded to may appear suffi. 


he poor. This might be true, if 
youth needed nothing but the arts 
ading and writing to render them 
uous and happy. We have alrea 

met this question, and in part ex- 
od the failacrousness of hopes of 
| and personal improvement, foun. 










rough on so narrow a basis. Nor is the 
en > much altered by alleging that the 
De Le grals of Christianity are taught. Is 
Ry tp. istianity then a system of morals 
p tor lad. > Has it no motives peculiar toit- 
; no sanctions, no assistances? If 

believe them not, then let us pio 

s it; if we do, let us not lend our- 

¥ Sermamves to an attempt to weaken their 
Ss. uence in the world; for the youth 
} o knows them not as the first prin- 
mall pimples of his religious education, will 
lution most cases judge, that what has 
ivi, Meee taught him last in order of time 
Kg th last in importance; or that what he 
entart ns left to collect incidentally and by 
bie nad ward, is its fact of no importance at 
in. the |. Paganism had its didactic codes, 
By ot d they present views of great moral 
Serin.evation. But though they them- 
: ot lves remained for ages, they stood in 
ought he midst of manners ever deciining 


vr the want of religious doctrine. 


ry in 
ze hey stood, but as the summit of a 


mae ock from the sides of which the veget- 
. a. ble mould has fallen, without soil to 
2 re. EI’® TOOt to a principle, or to support 
Lis js Wee’ bloom or feed the fragrance of a 
thar tue: And what reason have we to 
hich xpect more from even Christian nor 
wh lisp As morals, though higher in de- 
Ai nand and of greater authority, their 
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rinciples and their influence are the 
fame. They are commands and ci- 
ections, and they are nothing besides: 
or have they more eflicacy without 
he spirit of religion, than “ be ye cloth 
and fed,” without the spirit of char- 
ily. From the morals of the Bible 
merely as such, no greater influence 
is to be expected, than fiom those of 
Eputetus and Seneca, if motives more 
powerful and assistances more large 
cannot also be offered. Man wants 


D.] Sermon to Sabbath School Teachers. 


ito meet the wanis of the children’ 


power as much as direction ; his hopes 
and his fears are the sinews of his vir- 
tue; and when even his mind ts ia- 
structed, he is motionless to the right 
unt! he feels the life of love. “ We 
love him because he first loved us.” 
Here is the spring of moraity—ihe 
heart of the whole system of Chris 
tian morals is the love of Christ. No 
education is relig.ous iu avy (Christian 
sense wilhout the knowledge of the 
gospel, and the hope of its practical 
influence rests the efore on (he careful 
and full communication of its leading 
docwines, To take the morals of the 
New Testament and to discaid ils 
faith, is to sever the tree from the root 
whilst itis yet in bloom. ‘The hues may 
be admired, and the fragrance be fox 
a time as a field, “which the Lord hath 
blessed ;”” but “their blussom shall go 
up as dust, because they have cust awuy 
ihe law of the Lord of Hosts, and despi- 
sed the word uf the Luly Qne of Israel.” 

To the character of Sunday School 
Teachers it is impossible, ou such an 
occasio:; as this, not to pay a tribute 
of iespect, and their. character adds 
another proof of the efficiency of the 
institutions themselves. In the great 


number who have thus devoied them-:-— 


selves to the gratuitous instruction of 
poor children, some wiil of course be 
found without the requisite qualities 
of sobriety, aff ction, piety, and pa- 
tience ; the only elements from which 
the moral part of the character of a 
useful teacher can be formed. The 
greater the nuinber of haman agents 
emploved in any work, the greater 
display will there be of that infirmity 
which is common to our uature. But 
it is an animating consideration, tirat 
the great body of Sunday School 
teachers are taken from among those 
of our youth, who from childhood 
“have known the Holy Scriptures ;” 
and by them have been made “ wise 
unto salvation” If a large school of 
the children of the poo, assembled on 
a Sunday, singing the praises of the 
great Lord of the Sabbath, and the 
lover of children reading his word, o& 
marching in procession to his house, 
be a sight on which the eye cannot fal} 


SIF 






























































318 


without transmitting a thrill of delight- 
ed sensibility through the benevolent 
affections, it is a sight scarcely less in- 
teresting and weicome, to behold 
young people in different classes of 
society devoting themselves to com- 
municate the instruction and to ace 
couplish the religious objects of the 
institutions which have adopted them. 
Their self denial is at least presum 
tive of their piety. They withhold 
their feet from the works of pleasure 
on the day of the Lord ; they sac ifice 
the enjoyments of the family circle in 
the intervals of public worship; and 
maay of them give tleir Constant at- 
tendance at schools, whose occupa- 
tions through the week require a se- 
vere confinement. Thus to make the 
day of rest from worldly labour a day 
of laborious application to the duties 
of charity, argues no smali degree of 
active benevo'ence towards maa, and 
of interest in the honour and ihe cause 
of God. From teachers of such a 
character; from more than 605,000 
agents under the influence of these 
settiments, engaged every sabbath in 
implanting the first principles of reli- 
gious doctrine in the myads of children 
in every part of the country, teaching 
them the sanctity and obligation of 
the sabbath; forming them to the hab 
it of aitending the public worship of 
Almighty God; furnishing their mem- 
ories with moral max'ims, applicable 
to the various duties of civil and so- 
cia! |.fe; and watching over their im- 
pro:emeut with a soliciture cuerished 
by affection and religious zeal; from 
the efforts of such teachers, the best 
moral cflects are to be expecied. No 
other institutions, in so great an ex- 
tent, can exhibit arrageney so qualiii- 
ed and so efficient to counteract the 
tend+acies of corrupted human nature, 
toio:m habits of imdustry, probity, and 
moials; and diffuse them though the 
Begiected part of the community. 
fo these commendations is to be 
added, the end that crowns the means 
—success. This :< no longer doubtful; 
an‘ the degree of it which, by the bless- 
iag of God, has been given, may be en- 
jJoyed with as littie alloy as the cundi- 
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i Oe 
tion of things can admit. Evi! Ole 
lies by the side of good ; and tiere 
consequences In many instances wh. 
follow even virtuous exer:ious, wh, 
much diminish the value and the ; 
of accomplishing their object. 1; 
is less the case in Sunday Schoo, 
rightly regulated that in most ob, 
charities. ,The effects of them 
most f»vourable to civil happiney 
they secure often the higher titere 
of the soul and eternity; and it wo, 
be difficult to point out any unluoke 
for reaction unfavourable or count 
active tothe whole design. Those wh, 
are not raised to the moral conditig 
which has been hoped, are, at tea; 
made no worse. No youth, howe 
dissipated, can sin more fearlessly ; 
desperately for having had the fear ¢ 
God planted in his heart in infancy 
It is by the degree of retigious inform 
tion given to the understanding, |! 
conscience acquires direction and 2 
thority, and he sins neither so fast n« 
so hopelessiy who is under her ca 
stant check, and is obliged to listen ia 
every hour of solitude to her re 
and admonitions. Truth has its p 
ventive as well as its corrective office; 
but from what individuals and the vz 
tion are saved by Sunday School ix. 
stitutions, must be left to the revels 
tions of afuture day. This is a track 
of beneficent operation, which the bw: 
man eye cannot follow, because th 
benefit is negative. Of positive go 
we have abundant evidence, and tt a 
fords one of the most interesting ir 
ducements for perseverance and ev 
larged exertion in this department 0 
benevolence. The grateful testime- 
nies of masters, parents, and neigh: 
bours, which your Reports from vea 
to year contain, are before the public: 
but this is but a small part of the proo! 
Rude and immoral neighbourhood: 
and villages have assumed an orde. 
aspect, and astonish those by the cor 
trast, who are abie to make the com: 
parison between their present and for 
iner state. Numerous instances have 
occurred where the light and influe:ice 
of religion bas been carried from the 
school inte the family irom which the 
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scholar was taken; and hoary age, 
apparently confirmed in habits of ir- 


religion, has learned from instructed 
infancy to read the Scriptures, and to 
seek the house of God. You whose 
eves have watched the effects of your 
schools, because your hearts are inte- 
rested in them, have traced the child- 
ren of your classes into future life, and 
into orderly habits, and respectable 
connections. And where is the Chris- 
(ian society to which a well regulated 
Sunday School has been attached, but 
aumbers among its most pious mem- 
vers, many who there first learned the 
name of God and the obligations of 
religion? This is success under its 
usighest and most important aspects. 
We grant, that the civil advantages of 
these charitres are very numerous and 
considerable. As long as industry, 


morality, order, and submission to the 
laws are national benefits, the support 
of Sunday Schools must be deemed a 
work of patriotism as well as piety; 
but they reach far higher; their direct 
tendency is to bring their jittle child- 
ren to Christ, and it will be found at 


the great day, that of many such is the 
kingdom of heaven, 

On you has decended a very sacred 
trust. To you it is left to impel an 
important devise of active charity into 
the play of wider and more vigorous 
action, or to check its benign energy, 
and turn it from its course. Yours is 
no common charge. You may keep 
up the bustle of activity, you may 
sound the note of preparation for new 
efforts, you may present us with the ar- 
ray of numbers, and the apparatus of 
tuition; but if once you are betrayed 
by those vague and false notions of the 
moral efficacy of mere instruction in 
tetters, which have had already too 
much countenance io the world, you 
betray this cause. You extinguish its 
vivifying spirit; you remove the cup 
of sa!vation; you disregard the voice 
of Christ; Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not.’ 
On this subject you will permi: me to 
be explicit, because I feel its impor- 
tance. A Sunday Schoo', which does 
not as its principal object teach tell- 


Anecdote. 
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gion; which does not subordinate 
every thing to that object; which does 
not rigorously judge of every part of 
its inanagement by its mora! influence; 
which does not exclude every thing 
secular ; which does not accustom its 
children to the habitual pubjic worship 
of God, (for school worship is not pub- 
lic worship ;) which does not carefully 
teach the scripiures; and which has 
not the vigilance and cares of piety 
as well as-of zeal, is not worth support- 
ing. No moral effecis can be expect- 
edfromit. If these, its proper objects, 
be only partially regarded, or mixed 
with others of a counteracting kind, 
the good produced wil! be neutralized, 
and labour and bounty be expended 
in vain; if they are ip any great de- 
gree neglected, the evil will predemin- 
ate. We may raise the intellectua! 
character; but uless the moral mau 
have an equal culture and growth, we 
produce only disease, deformity, and 
death. 


At a quarterly meeting of the Liverpool 
Sunday Schaol ee Me D. related 
the sollowing 

ANECDOTE. | 
Six years ago, at Godalmin, I saw 

a baggage passing, attended by a ser- 

jeant and three privaies. The men 

said they were going to London. I 

asked them if they had a bible. They 

had not one. One of the men, upon 
my making this inquiry, came forward, 
and begged I would pr«core him, if it 
were Only a piece oj a bible. He had 
been a Sunday Scholar. With diffi- 
culty I obtained, amongst mv friends, 
three testaments, but on taking them 
to the soldiets, 1 missed the Sunday 

Scholar- He came afterwards, and 

lamented that the testaments vere al! 

disposed of. I succeeded at length in 
getting hima bible. Four years after, 

a man Ceme into my compiing-kouse, 

“ Do you remember me, sir?” No. 

He ealled my attention to the fact I 

have mentioned: “] am,” said he, 

“ the seijeant, the only survivor of the 

four. ‘ihe tesiaments you gave us, 

sir, were the means, I have reason te 
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believe, ef the saving conversion of 
the whole. We had not been at sea 
more than a week, before we began 
praying. I dare say, sir, you remein- 
ber the Sunday scholar: he died seven 
weeks after; but very happily. His 
last words were “ praise and thanks- 
giving to God.” 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


On Sabbath evening last, the Rev. Mr. 
Mead, of Virginia, one of the Agents of the 
American Colonization Society, addressed a 
large and respectable audience, composed of 
different denominations in this city on the 
subject of Emancipating and Colonizing the 
People of Colour ia this country. He pre- 
sented many considerations explanatory of the 
designs and the prospects of the Society. 

The meeting manifested by their profound 
attention that they were much interested in 
the statements, and highly pleased with the 
manner in which they were given. After the 
congregation had retired, a number of gen- 
tlemen tarried and appointed a Committee to 
take the subject into consideration and to re- 
port to asubsequent meeting what measures, 
if any, onght to be pursued in aid of this be- 
nevolent object. 

We hope our fellow citizens will feel the 
subject as addressed with strong claims to 
their benevolence, and act accordingly. 

The people of New-England have probably 
looked at the situation of our brethren at the 
South with a degree of indiffereuce, or with 
other feviings, that are not justifiable Being 
exempt from the curse of slavery themselves, 
they have doubtless felt that those who con- 
tinue the practice must suffer the consequenc- 
es: but this will not remedy the evil; itisa 
National sin, and calls for National judgments. 
The perpetual bondage of fifteen hundred 
thousand of our feilow beings is recorded in 
heaven against us; and can we do nothing to 
blot itout ? Many who bold slaves are anxious 
to free them, but they cannot be permitted to 
let them loose upon the community, until 
some place is provided forthem. Many that 
are now free are anxious to go, but they can- 
uot go without aid. 

\-? The Citizens of New-Haven and the vi- 
cinity are requested to meet at the Court- 
House on Tuesday next at 7 o'clock, p. m. to 
hear the Report of the Committee, and the 
object further explained. We hope a general 
attendance will be given. 





Justice seems inost agreeable to the natare 
of the Deity, and mercy to that of man. A 
Being, who bas nothing to pardon in himself, 
may reward every man according to his 
works; but he, whose very best actions must 
be seen with graias of allowance, cannot be 
tog mild, moderate, and forgiving. 
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fOci, 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


POETRY. 


“< Theard a voice, saying, Write, blessed art 
the dead that die in the Lord. Yea, saiih the 
Spirtt, that they may rest from their labours.” 


How happy they whose prayers obtain 
The mansions of the blest, 

Where all the mourners cease from pain, 
And all the weary rest. 


How happy they who dwell secure 
Beyond this mortal state, 

No more to suffer or endure 
The bitter ills of fate. 


On them no baleful sun shall cast 
A fervid, fatal ray ; 

No tempest rise with bitter blast 
To rend their hopes away 


No rose with piercing thorn shall wound, 
Nor stream with poison flow ; 

No serpent twin’d mid flowers be found 
To turn their sweets to woe. 


Write! blessed are this happy band, 
Who from their labours cease ; 

I view them in the blissful land 
Of everlasting peace. 


The Spirit answereth—they are blest, 
Their mortal toils aro o’er ; 

The righteous dead alone have rest, 
For they can sin no more. 





ORDINATION, 

On Wednesday, the 13th inst. the Rev, 
Hezexktan Hutu was ordained, at West-Hart- 
ford, by the North Consociation of Hartford 
County, an Evangelist, to labour in the ser- 
vice of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, 
with an immediate view to the new settle. 
ments in the states of Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi. Rev. Thomas Robbins made the in- 
troductory prayer; Rev. Samuel Merwin, of 
New-Haven, preached the sermon, from 
2 Tim. iv.5; Rev. Dr. Chapin made the con- 
secrating prayer; Rev. Dr. Flint gave the 
charge; Rev. Henry A. Rowland gave the 
right hand of fellowship; and Rev. Nathaniel 
Gaylard made the concluding prayer. The 
exercises were peculiarly interesting to a nu- 
merous and attentive audience. The sermon 
pourtrayed the character and arduous dutie: 
ofan Evangelist in a solemn and impressive 
manner. 





FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 
The Annual Meeting of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Society of New-Haven and the vicinity, 
will be holden at the North Brick Meeting- 


house, on Thursday, the 28th October inst. 


at half-past seven o'clock, p.m. A punctual 
attendance is requested. 


NATHAN WHITING, Secretary. 
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